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But even a scanty survey of the figures of 1910 reveals that, in
spite of all subversion of reality, districts like Opava, Bilovets, Novy
Jicin were even then overwhelmingly Czech, having separately and
faintly large Czech majoritiesl

Town after town, as distinctively Czech as Berlin is German, was
demanded and yielded to the German representatives on the Inter-
national Commission because of strategic or economic considera-
tions. Here was Poshtorna, for example, with 3503 Czechs and
only 285 Germans, but with an important railway junction. I have
already spoken of Polichka, with its 4934 Czechs and only 90
Germans and its ammunition works. Here was Shtramberk, with
3200 Czechs and 47 Germans, but with a large cement works;
Korpshivnitse, with 3968 Czechs and only 697 Germans, but with
the well-known Tatra motor works and the largest railway carriage
factory in Central Europe; Ervenitse, purely Czech, but with the
electric works supplying Prague with light; Brezova, with reser-
voirs, supplying water for the city of Brno, the capital of Moravia;
Svinov, with 3035 Czechs and 411 Germans, but with a powerful
broadcasting station. All these and many other towns were
annexed by Germany. The city of Pilsen was left within Czech
territory, but with only a few kilometres between it and the German
armies, and completely at their mercy in time of peace or war.

Engreau, across from Bratislava on the Danube, never had been a
port of the Sudetens nor of old Austria. It had belonged to pre-war
Hungary. I had visited it during the summer with a Slovak pro-
fessor and admired its superb scenery, its athletic equipment, its air
of freedom and comfort. Now it was part of Germany. Why?
Hadn't Hitler said that he wished only " to liberate the tortured
millions in the Sudeten lands?" But Engreau meant a foothold on
Bratislava and on Slovakia, and so that too was sucked into the
territories of the Reich with the consent of the British and French
representatives on the International Commission.

These are only a few examples of the manner in which this com-
mission, in utter disregard of the assurances of the British Prime
Minister and the British press, had proceeded to slash to pieces rail-
ways, highways, industries, towns, villages, fields, forests in Czecho-
slovakia, with the intent of so mutilating and crippling the country